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p RD ENS H IL E. yeh! pere Regercltithve j 
I Ne Ja, are amuſing you with idle and frivo- 
* 


lous Harangues againſt the Power LS 
the Court of Aldermen, which has 
V , 45 happily controuled them in their ar- 
ö bitrary ay unjuſtifiable Proceed= 
ings; and wh ey, by a 2 75 of low Sophi- 
ſtry and fulſome Plat N are lahouring to gloſ over 
and palliate their cofrupt Meatyires, in order ſtill to 
uphold themſelves in that Po- en 
fully abuſed, to the great DiſhSnour of the City 
and Magiſtracy's while theſe Crnilemen, by all 
the wicked Arts of Deceit, M iſrepreſentation and 
Falſho6d; are endeavouring to impoſe on your Un- 
derſtandings, and miſguide you in your future Choice 
of Commoners, permit me, your Fellow- Citizen, 
to lay before you, a Series of plain Facts, and theſe 
ſupported by: ſuch Eviderice as carries its own Con- 
victlon with it; whereby you will be able cafily to 
judge for yourſelves,” Whether thoſe Men who have 
long had the Conduct of your City Affairs, de- 
ſerve the Cantinuance of their Power; or wllether 
they do not merit the Deteſtation and Reſentitient of ” 
an injured People? 
And tough: Theſe Gentlemen woild attfally pers 
fuade you, that the Manfion-Houſt Affair is the ons 
Iy Inſtance of corrupt Management they have been 
guilty os — a Scene for the — 
N 2 


ey ha ve ſo hame- 


98 Z n 8 * 
* * * 5 I "4 "WII 


9 „ * * 


- and though they pretend giving the Work to th 
HPigheſt Propoſer, contrary to their on Act of Con 
| a 0 Council, a e City, nor 29 


* 


. N be Wor th 


of ES og Inſtances will ſoan open Sd L 


Tricks, 


3 — Artifices have been ufed to make a 


good Job of this to'themſelves, and to exclude eve- 
ry other Citizen from having any Chance for the 


ſame Work; though theſe Inſtancòs are ſufficient to 
demonſtrate them unworthy of that Truſt you have 


100 u 0 m yet theſe alone Compart+ 


r 


ſon with other corrupt Management Which has ne- 


ty yet can we eher 


ver 5 1 LAN, A La * Wien Pp 


deer contain _ A 


eee 
wer to prevent 
: 2 determined to 

tinize into it With the — and Severi- 
forget the baſe Attempts that 
were made againſt ĩhe very Liberty of the Preſs, to 


obſtruct any ſuch Enquiry. But as they have now 


join'd Igue, and appealid to you likewiſe to determine 
hb they deſerve your. future Favour or no, it is 


geceffary you ſhould know the Men, whoſe Parrio- 


tiſm is not yet ſufficiently. characterized and diſt in- 


| guil ed to the World. Hos eln 


*he firlt Scene chat preſents itſclß, is the extraor- + | 


dinary Conduct of a, diſtinguiſned Club, who to 
conceal their Patriotiſm: have encircled themſelves 7 


within a certain grand Luminary, that it might all 


centet in the common Intereſt only of their dear 
Coultitments. For you muſt underſtand, Gentlemen, 


it is à capital 1 whereby theſe Gentry are go- 1 


verned, neither to ſuffer the City or any Individual, 

except of their oun Cabal, to benefit by the Wiſ- 
m of their Councils. Here Repreſentatives for 

Cit an Fee * Pricked: ee 


W N 


the Liſt annexed, deals out the Loaves and Fiſhes 


J. T . 


feſſion; but to find the Laws of 
to advance the private Gain of a few, in O poſition 


* 1 


* 


| 5 7 Sheri . 3 Commoners,: Goutrnors of © 1 


tats,. Treaſurers; Stewards,” Beadles, Nurſes, &c.; and | 
here the various -Czty-Commttees are pitched u 


and nmultiplicd, and the moſt profound Meaſures pur- | 
ſued to uphold and maintain — Intereſt of this 


lick ſpirited Juncto; which, as you will obſerve by 


moſt generouſly for the Honour and Intereſt of the 
City they repreſent, - Did theſe Gentlemen vouch- 


ſafe to let the Metropolis of England participate of 
ttheir Bleſſings in any Shape, their having an henour- 
able Regard to theif own Intereſt; would furniſh Iittle 


Cauſe, of Complaint. The Misfortune is, here the 


ſacred Office of a Common -· Council: Man is proſt i- 
tuted to the loweſt and baſeſt Ends. No Man would 
envy City- Ariiicers, or *Heſpital-Sergeons &c. the ho- 


nourable Adyantages they could make by their Pro- 


Society unhinged, 


to that of the whole, calls aloud for publick Cen- 


ſure and Redreſs. So graſping after private Lucre 
has this Knot of People been, — have ſuffer< 
cd nothing to eſcape them where any 


rd for Phan- 
der. Don't every one remember/whatſelf-interefted 


Schemes the Ligbting only of this City lately broach- 
ed. So ext 


iely modeſt were our City Managers 


upon this Occaſion, that they projected no leſs 555 . 
their o.] private Pockets than 2378 l. per An. neat 


Profit. Tis no wonder therefore, cliat the Parliament 


ſhould: be oblig'd to wreſt this Matter out of their 
Hands, and to exclude every Member of the preſent 


Common- Council from any intereſted Concerns there 
in. And this certainly was a proper Check to that Cor- 


ruption they were diſposꝭd to plunge into. Nor is this 


Reſtraintany more than hat the great Repreſentative 
itſelf is ſubject to; for Seats in Parliament, we know, 
axe vacated by Acceptance of Places under the Crown; 
eg * % 'the FO of ? Tr only. that deter- 


nnn ö mines 


An 


mines who are fir Dede to ſerve the Publick, 8e 
their private Intereſt is concern'd. For want of 4 
— Reſtriction of this Nature to controul the 
Commoners of this City, how ſhamefully has their 
Power of late been abuſed? However diſagreeable 
ũt may be to wade through the Filth of their Corrup- 
tion and Miſinanagement 4 yet Truth and the pub- 
lick Good require me to be minute in Particulars, 
and to ſpeak my Mind with the wow F reedom of 
an Engh/oman. AY 
IJ was judg'd ner by our city Mathers; 5 
to take under their Conſideration, the Affair of 
Maonaſſelds, in order for ſome wiſe Ends, not yet 
brought to light, to rail it, in the manner it at pre- 
fent appears. Accordingly this important Piece of 
Work was contracted for, and to have been execu- 
ted for 628 l. at 2 3. 6d; per Foot. But after this was 
finiſhed, the Artificer thought proper to evade his 
Contract, and inſtead of demanding the Sum ftipu- 
lated and agreed upon; he brought in his Bill for 
1100 l. 12. This Procedure meeting Encourage- 
ment inſtead of Condemnation from your Rulers, 
rouz*d-a juſt Spirit of Reſentment amidſt the diſinte- > 

reſted Part; However, the Artificer's Friends, Who 
conſtituted the Committee of City Lands, in order 
to ſereen their good Ally and Aſſbciate, very art? 
fully propoſed to leave the whole to Arbitration; 
Wand, urging, that it was but equitable that a 
orkman ſhould: be ſatisfied for the Value of his 
Performance. This Point being carry'd, it remain'd 
only that a proper Perſon ſhould be pitch'd on to 
make the Eſtimation. Accordingly Mr. 6 
is propoſed by the Committee; a Perſon wholly un- 
Killed 3 in Buſineſs of this Nature, and eaſily wrought 
upon to allow whatever ſhould be inſinuated as juſt,” 
This Gentleman. formally pretends to meaſure the 
Work, and brought in his Account 3503 Cubical 
Feet of ak, which, valued at 4 Shillings per Foot, 
amounts 
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amounts to the aboveſaid Sum of 11008. 12 3. Ini- 
quity being ſuſpected in this Matter, the Oppoſiti- 
on prevailed that Meſſ. James and Dance ſhould re- 
meaſure. the Work, which they accordingly did, 
and brought in the Account but 5110 Cubical Feet 
only, which at 25. 6d. as firſt contracted for, a- 
mounts only to 638 J. 18 3. whereby it appears that 
the Artificer had receiv*d more than he firſt agreed 
for by 4721. 125. Tis ſcarce poſſible to believe, 
what ſhameful Shifts, Artifices, and Prevarica- 
tions were hatch'd. to prevent coming to a perſect 
Knowledge of the Quantity of this Work; and that 
your Repreſentatives ſhould take ſo much Pains to 
prevent ſuch egregious Corruption being brought to 
. 3 Moreover, Workmen of the greateſt A- 
bility and Integrity have declared, that this Work is 
perform'd in a very ill manner, both. with Regard 
do Execution and Contrivance. For the Puncheons 
(as if deſigned only for the Profit uf the Artificer) 
are of an immoderate Length, ſome of them going 
8, ſome 20 Inches, and ſome two Feet into the 
round: So that, together with the bad Contri- 
vance, and the Sap gontain'd in them, the Work is 
already conſiderably rotted. Had this Performance 
been judiciouſly contriv'd, and ſo executed as to have 
been both durable and beautiful, the Railing ought 
not to have been above four Feet high from the 
Ground, and the Puncheons fram'd into a bottom 
Rail, which would have been far more neat and 
Workmanlike, and would have prevented the rot- 
| fins. of the Puncheons, as alſo have ſav'd 615 cubi- 
cal Feet of Oak to the City. Beſides, had the Mat- 
ter been wiſely and honeſtly. managed, there were 
many able and upright Workmen, who would have: 
undertaken the whole in the beſt manner for 35. 6d. 
Foot, whereby this Piece of Railing would have 
been perform'd for 798 J. 17.5. 6d., the City ſav'd in 
this Article 301 J. 145. 64. and had the Work exe-. 


3 
5 
1 - 

” + 
9 


Fe * 
- 
* 


cated in 3 fer benen, more ſubſtantial, and works 
manlike Manner. | 

Before I diſmiſs his Affair, ids me 1. cave only S 
to obſerve, That with regard to the ſimple Article | 


of Tree · planting upon this Occaſion, ſuch was the 
laudable Frugality, and good Management of theſe ; 
; Gentlemen, that a Perſon was introduc'd by one of the 4 
Committee te do that for 12 Shillings a Tree, which 


was afterwards actually done for 18 Pence. Is it auß | 
Injuſtice to the Characters of Men, who will 74 = 
theſe things in the Face of the Sun, to inſinuate that 
in every Contract, tho? of ever fo trivial a Nature, 
they. hire: a fellow feeling, and partake themſelves | 
of the exorbitant Expence they run the City toꝰꝛ ; 
The Rebuilding of Biſbops-Gaje likewiſe preſen 
| ys. with other Scenes of upright and extraordinary 
Management. Mr. Smith propoſes to undertake 
this Work for 648 J. bur for Reaſons beſt known t: 
your Repreſentative/ Oeconomiſts, it was reſolyv* 
that the City Artificers ſhould have this Job; which 
| very modeſtly propos d to do for £9 50. oO 89 
80 exquiſitely well was this Work per- 
form'd, that, very unluckily for the” We 
Reputation of the Undertakers, it fel} 
before the Scaffold was ſtruck; wheres MIO, 
by it coſt the City an additional Ex- 
pence for Bricklayers Work to patch” 
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Z - vi Not content 5 with rie Mr. Smith of 
| this Work, they moſt arbitrarily and violent 
| |  rended to wreſt out of his Hands, 4 Piece o 1 0 
Ground adjoining to Biſbop . Gate, for which he ha 
contracted for a Building-Leaſe of 61 Tears at 501. 
1 ine, * 81. per dm Ground: Rent, and 2 
| ree. 
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a The vs. ir, Pretence for this Injuftice 
to Mr. Smith was, that he had not paid his Fine with 
in 14 Days; whereas it is notorious that many have 
not paid it within 3 Years. | But what was the Con- 
ſequence of this Conduct to the Corporation? Smith, 
in Vindication of his Right, files a Bill againft the 
Committee; but before it came to a Hearing, they 
wiſely ſeat their Sollicitor to Mr. Henſbaw, Smith's 


Attorney, to make the Affair up, leſt, in the Courſe 


of the Trial, ſome Jotller' eile Management 


ſhould: come to light. 
The Affair however was wade: up at the city 


Expence. Smith's - Coſts, as paid co J. 5. d. 


Henjhaw, being ——— 7 16'06 | 


And paid the Sallicitor of the Cotmmit- 


tte upon this Accoun -— Ager 14 11 


The Fine loſt; which. Smith was to have 
aid —— — FT 
| As alſo 87. per Aunum Frechold, free 
from Taxes, loſt to the City Rr: Wat © 
ever, at 30 Years Purchaſe, beſides © 
the Fe r Rent after the Build- : 5 t IA 1 


£* 74 
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80 that Biboyſ Batt; by the wiſe and; dini 
232 of the . of City Lands, and the 
City Artificers, has actually ſtood the Corporation 


of London in 1730l. 55:-54. when they m 75 ha ve 


had a far mote ſubſtantial Building for 648 L; for fo 
ſhamefully and abominably Ill is cha Work'perform- 
ed, notwithſtanding the monſttous Expence to which 
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5 4 en, it cannot poſſibly be of 1 Dura- 


tion, becauſe this Edifice is really a perfect Cripple, 
and propp'd up, ſince its firſt Failure, only by Sleight 
of Axt, not upheld by ſolid, honourable and ſkilful 
Workmanſhip. What Notion can you, my Fel- 
Jow-Citizens, entertain of the Management of the 
Affairs of the City of London? With what Face can 


theſe Men, who at preſent govern the Capital of 


Ereat Britain, preſume to breathe the Spirit of Pa- 


triotiſm, when their whole Conduct is nought but 


the moſt unparallePd Scene of deteſtable Corruption 


and Mal- Adminiſtration? 8 | 
© However tedious this Diſplay of che Condoct bt . 


our City Miniſters may appear, permit me farther to 


treſpaſs on your Patience: Truth and the publick 
Intereſt demand your Attention; theſe being only 


what could engage you to read, or me to write, up- 


on ſo diſagreeable a Subject. To proceed. 
The Affairs of ,Fleet-Ditch likewiſe bring to our 
View Practices no leſs ſhameful and enormous. Mr. 
Browne, a Bricklayer of Eminence and Character, 
in Nov. 1733. delivered a Propoſal for arching over 
this Ditch, at the time it was proposꝰd to be. fill'd up. 
80 juſt and reaſonable was this Propoſal, that he left 
it Wholly to the Committee to pay him in ſuch man- 
ner, as they ſhould judge moſt for the Intereſt of the 
City-; either according to the Eſtimate of whom- 


ſoever they ſhould appoint to ſurvey the Work, or 
by the Rod; and this at as reaſonable a Price as any 


other Workman ' would undertake it. And as he 


made this fair Propoſition, he judg*d he had ſome. 


Sort of Claim to the Work, as being the City Brick - 


layer.: But others had their Eye upon this Work al- 


ſo, in order to make an | handſome Job of it, as 
uſual. Accordingly a Perſon, wholly: unacquaint- 
ee me eee en Nature, contracts to 
undertake-it for 40004! and he, yy _ DI 


8 Sorel” as 1 1 


ul, 


thro* whoſe all Covert Intereſt he procur'd this 
Affair, hir'd an obſcure Underſtrapper to execute 

it; and doubtleſs as much to the Benefit of the City | 

as moſt Jobs of this nature have been done; and 

no leſs to the Intereſts of the Undertaker. For 

when we conſider what extraordinary private Ad- 
vantages a certain ſcheming Deputy has lately con- 
triv'd for his Eſtates at Fleet-Ditch, and elſewhere, 

at the Expence of the City, it is not to be admir d, 

if ſuch a Patriot ſhould, in this very Affair, de 
actuated by the ſame public Spirit. For can it be 
preſum'd, that an obſcure Fellow, of no Credit or 
Ability to carry on a Work of that Size, ſhould” 

reap any conſiderable Proportion of the Gain to 
himſelf? And if ſo, you Gentlemen can never be at 

a loſs to conceive who run away with the Profits, 
under the. Maſk of Generoſity to others. How. | 
this Work was executed, is notorious to Artificers* 1 
of the beſt Credit, who were aſtoniſh'd to behold | 
the City thus bubbPd and impos'd upon. 

Nor has the City been lefs*abus'd in the other 
Works relating to this Matter. Even in the very ' 
Article of fixing Poſts, it was agreed that they. : 
ſhould be compleatly done for 255. each. Not- 
withſtanding this Agreement, an After. clap] Bill is 
brought, of four Shillings and nine-pence apiece for 
digging the Holes, and levelling the Ground; which 
Article alone created an additional Expence of 80 J. 

45. You ſee; Gentlemen,” that not the leaſt Occaſi- 
on offers for groſs Impoſition and publick Plunder, 
but it is chearfully embrac'd, and countenanc'd by - 
thoſe whom you have entruſted with the Care of 
your Properties. *Twou'd'be endleſs to point out 
all the Abuſes of this Kind, which have come to 
Ty. Hands from various Quarters. Before 1,diſpateh - 

is Particular, it may not be improper to let the 
Publick into the mercenary Craft of the grand Pro- 

aun 210145 3h u WY 15 s p moter 


2 phy 11 12 1 je : 
| paar evn of the fling up of Fleet- Dich. Tho- twen- 
ty Pounds ger Annum expended would have kept the 
Ditch ſecurely rail'd in, whereby there would have 
been no Neceſſity for filling it up at ſo great an Ex- 
nce as it coſt; yet this was always artfully neg- i 
lected and ed and many Lives were ſuffer'd ta, 
be loſt, purpoſely to give an Handle to the filling it 
up. And to what End think you? You miſtake, if 
you imagine. the Honour or Intereſt of this City was 
any Motive to this Undertaking. No, Gentlemen; 
the Patriot, who ſecretly conducted this Affair, ha- 
ving an Eſtate in Houſes there, and other kind of 
Advantages to make, it was neceſſary, for his own_ 
private Emolument, that the Parliament, at a great 
- Sahurkeg ſhould be apply?d' to for that Purpoſe; 
and that great Numbers of different Artificers ſhou'd. 
be emplay?d, in order to fill the Coffers of their 
Employers, who queſtionleſs have no Share of the | 
exorbitant Profuſion of the publick Money. 
And to anſwer ſtill more effectually theſe glorious 
= acl patriot like Ends, was the Market itſelf. project- 
ed. For what quivalent Advantages. has, or is 
the City likely to receive, to anſwer the immenſe 
Expence ta which theſe Meaſures have run it? The 
annual Income of Stocks. Market, which, upon Va. 
luation, might have been made worth to the City 
wards of two thouſand Pounds a Year F, is totally 
annihilated, and a conſiderable Proportion of the 
Buſineſs af that Market remov'd quite out of the 
City, to the Loſs of your Eſtates, and the Benefit of 
thoſe who are not Citizens. Tho? it was to the Loſs. 
of the City Eſtates, yet it was not to the Loſs of 
the P hl tit $3 far he ny a double e hereby: | 
:. | ee 


5 4 This conliderathe - — aroſe by the great Number of 
if Rents that daily ſprung from one particular Spot ; it being com 
5 mon to ſhift the Rent f every Spot ſeven or eight times In one 
Ye hereby a large annual Revenue aroſe from each. 
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' City-Artificers ſhould ſwell to ſuch: an enormou: 
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By procuring ee to be pol IS... and 


E that of Fleet Ditch erected, he not only benefited 


his Eſtates contiguous to the latter, but that alſo at 
Leaden-Hall Market. However theſe things are like 


1y to anſwer to the City, it has well anſwered thoſe 


wiſe and honourable Ends of the Schemiſt who ſer 
it on ot and therefore he certainly merits the laſt 
ing good Will and Affection of his Fellow - Citizens, 


for ſo ſanguinely promoting their general Intereft, 


and erg ſo little Regard to his om. 

I heartily wiſh, for the Honour and Intereſt of 
the City "London, as well as for the Credit and Re- 
putation of thoſe who are inveſted with the Admiv 
niſt ration of Affairs, that I had no more of this Sor 
of Patriotiſm to trouble you with. But was F'to 


vrite myſelf out, I have Matter ſufficient to fill a 
Volume. Suffer me, however, to enlarge à little 


fartbher; conceiving even the narrow Limits to 


which I ha ve citcumſcribed myſelf, will be ſufficienr 


to rouze and alarm you, my Countrymen, to wreſt 
the Power wholly out of the Hands of * Ahe 
ha ve fo ingloriouſly abuſed it. 

From the Prevalence of ſuch mt: Mea 
ſures, tis little to be admir'd, that the Bills of our - 


Height, as to give Birth to the follow ing Repreſen- 
tation of a Committee, appointed Febr. 4. 1729. to 
enquire into the State of the Revenue of the City 
and Bridge - Houſe. 

We, whoſe Names are ſabſcrited, u 
« Committee appointed, with others, by Order of 
this honourable Court, to enquire into the State 
* of the Revenues of this City and Bridge-Houſe, 
oy Se. do certify that we have accordingly ſeveral | 
times met for that purpoſe, 
And we find by an Account chis Day delivered A 
* 1 Us aut af che Chamber, that Mr. eee | 
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* 
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det lain had Seeg in Caſh ſor thi i Cit the Sum 
« of 12579 l. 1956. 54. ; 
That we are further informed; thr pere 1 fill 8 
6 due to Workmen and others, on Bills audited 
< and not audited,” and which ſtill remain to be 
4 paid, at a moderate Computation, near as much 
% more, which will increaſe che Debt to about 
cc. 23, 000 J. 15 ll 
„We humbly hog 1 to why Notice, thet the 
% Workmens Bills have increaſed for ſeveral Years: 
et paſt to a very conſiderable Sum, which we can no 
e otherwiſe account for, than becauſe having pur- 
, chaſed their Places, oy e wobat Prices 4 1 | 
* think fit to this City. 
Therefore, that he growing Evil may be ee. 
< ctually prevented for the future, we are humbly 
< of Opinion, that the Common; Council ſhould be 
* moved for an Act to be paſſed to prevent hereaf- 
& ter the Sale of any of the Places of the Artificers' 
< of the City and Bridge-houſe, the Shootſman and 
4, Purveyor of the Bridge - houſe, and any other * 
5 ficers, as the ſaid Court ſhall think proper, c. 
The Committee then proceeds to ſnew ſome edler 
groſs Abuſes, too tedious for Tranſcription, and 
continue thus: We have likewiſe conlider*d of 
e the Repreſentation of the Creditors of the Bridge- 
<<} houſe Accounts, which we preſented to this 
< Court, relating to ſeveral arbitrary Payments 
* made by the ſeveral Officers there, and which 
e were allowed in the Accounts, without any Vaueb. 
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This Repreſentation . an Act in the Yr 
I 731. to prevent the Sale of the Places . * 
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and Tradeſmen. of bis City: 2 Bridge houſe, . 
the Purveyor at the Bridge-houſe; wherein it is EN+ 
acted, that tho? by the ſame Act they were then in 
Poſſeſſion of the ſeveral Places therein at length ſpe - 
cified, and that they ſhould hold and enjoy them; yet 
it is there particularly expreſſed only upon this Con- 
dition, viz. that they ſhould exerciſe and enjoy their "os 
ral Places, no ae than they: ſhould reſpectiveiy well 
and honeſtly uſe and behave themfelves therein, actording 
10 their Jeveral and fps ARA, and not ober- 
%% 

F hes well the Tenor and Spirit of this Ac "ion 
been adhered to, is manifeſt by the preceding Inſtan- 
ces of Mal: practice, which have been barefacedly 
carried on ſince this Act of Common Council was 
made; and yet none of theſe Artificers have been 
removꝰd and diſcharg'd from their reſpective Places; 
which certainly would have been the Caſe, had not 
it been equally the Intereſt of thoſe in Power to 


protect them in their Service for their diſtinguiſh'd. 


Equity, Honour, and Integrity, in, their Exaler! 
ſions. 

= -I is further ene by the Act Ae That | 

all publick Works, exceeding twenty Pounds in alu, ſhould: 
be advertiſed three times in the Gazette, or ſome. other. 
publick Netos-Paper, in Order, and to the Intent, that 
all Artificers and Tradeſmen, filled in the Work 2 io be 
done, or in the Commodities to be bought for the Uſe of the: 
City, may make. Propoſals for doing and ſupplying ibe 
ſame, In open Violation of this Act, there are num- 
berleſs Inſtances of Artificers, who have been em- 
ploy'd in Works above twenty Pounds in Value, 
without any Notice thereof given to the Publick by 
| Advertiſement, whereby the City might take Ad- 
= vantage of him who would propoſe to execute them 
dhe moſt to its general Intereſts. And tho? theſe 
Mien have in ſinuated the Abſurdity of their own Act, 
by attempting to ſhew the Inconvenience And ill ; 
811 2 Con- 
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general; yet how does it appear that not advertiſing 


Bas prevented thoſe ill Conſequences? When the 


- moſt exorbitant Sums have been demanded; and re- 


ceiv'd for any Work, and no Oppolition been given 
to the Undertakers, have they upon that Account 


executed it the better? On the contrary, has not the 
fame ill Performance. attended unadvertiſed Work, 
as can do that which ſhould be advertiſed ? How- 
ever, an Act for advertiſing is paſt, and this was 


the only Expedient that wiſe Body could think of 


to prevent the ſquandring of the publick Money; 


and. yet now theſe very Men condemn their o.] 


Act, and ſtill practiſe and contend for the very Cor- 
ruptions it was enacted to prevent. In Breach of 
this Act, for Brevity's Sake, I ſhall only mention 


the following Inſtances; viz. tho! Mr. HB — is 
not, yet he is employ*d as City Maſon, and there- 
ſore ought not to be fo, without Advertiſement, in 


any Work exceeding 207. In the following Works 
however, he has been employed contrary to the Act. 
One Bill, dated October 15. 1733. for Stone · Steps 


in Moor-feelds, amounting to 48 J. 2 5. 3. Nov. 19. 
1733. Maſon's Work done at the Sions-bouſe, 59 1. 


28. 9d. 2. Feb. g. and 19. 1733. for Copping Work 
in Moor. felds, 2.11. 145. 7 d. Sep. 10.1734. for Ma- 
ſon's Work at Aldgate Poſtern, 30. 155. 9d. 
July 20. 1734. Maſon S Work at Biſhop*s-gate, to 4 


port the Building that had been done by Contract, 
1601. 8 5. 9d. Hereby the Maſon was paid an- ad- 


ditional Expence for Work to ſupport his own tot- 
tering ill Performance. For Work likewiſe done 


without advertiſing at Newgate, which will amount 


to above 200 J. For Blqik-friars Piazza, 77 l. 
For Fleet-ditch Channel, 63 I. For Lamb's Conduit, 
487. But it is endleſs to enumerate Caſes of this Na- 
ture, which ſhew as little Regard to their own Acts, 
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The Act before cited fays, tbat if it ſo happens 
| that there ſhall be immediate Occaſion for any Work io be 


done, or Commodity bought, for or upon the Account af 
the City or Bridge Houſe, and that the Value of ſuch. 


Mort or Commodity, upon a juſt Eſtimate made thereof, | 
ſhall not exceed the Sum of Tivenity Pounds, that in ſuch 
Caſe the ſaid Committee Gall employ_the Perſon whoſe. 


Propoſal as laſt accepted and approved Now to the. 


End that Artificers may engroſs all Work to them- - . 
ſelyes, fill their on Coffers, and thoſe of their Em- 


players at the Cicy's Expence, they have Craft and 


Fineſſe of a very egregious and commendableNature.. 

That no Artificer may underbid them, and break 
in upon their Monopoly, they have FazTHING. 
[Cox r RA rs, oc. which keep the Work in their, 


$5 


| own Hands, and exclude.all others. For it is com- 


mon to contract for a Rod of, Brick Work for a 
Farthing per Rod, and Maſon's Work of Coping; 


for 7 d. 4 that is worth 305. which abſolutely exades. 


3 the Purport of the Act, and, defeats the good End 


therein aimed at; whereby the City continues to be 


plundered as much as before ever this Act was made. 


When theſe unheard of Evaſions and Prevaricati- 
ons have been cenſured, the Promoters of them 
have had the Confidence, publickly to declare in 
cheir Juſtification of theſe Enormities, that it was a 


common Trick in Trade, for Tradeſmen at firſt to. 


fell a Commodity under Price, in order to take a 
Cuſtomer in largely afterwards; and this very Rea-. 
ſoning was urged, Gentlemen, among the preſent 
Common-Council in Support of FAR THING. 
ConTRACTS, in order afterwards to gull the 


City out of immenſe Sums for. their private Gain. 
=X Theſe, my Fellow. Citizens, are the Men, who at 
preſent bear Rule in the City of London! Thefe are 
the upright Patriots, who ate the Guardians of 
Citizen's Purſes, and Preſervers of their Rights and 
Froperties; who one Da 


y make Laws, and the 
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next b em WEEN for the Hopqyr aud In- 
tereſt of che City! 

Fhough Wha I have en urged j is ore than 
ſufficient ro diſplay the Charters of theſe Gontle- 
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.to this Undertaking:/ Did not n ereſt of 
_ a few determine the very Place, in order procure 


* 


—— 2 ——I 


ing of. t 
been honoured with, is no 


— — — — 
* 


[20] 


the Demolition of Stocts- Market, and, in Conſe- 
quenee thereof, to erect that of Fleet. Dich? Could 


any think but the private Intereſt of Carpenters, 
9 and Maſons; and the ſecrer Intereſt here- | 
n of the Patriot Advocates, account for the Strug- 
2 Yes, that have been made to ſcreen. the moſt. glaring 


travagance of the City Money, by endeavouring 


do beſtow the Work on thoſe who: ſhould. demand 


the moſt for executing it? What but priyate-Intereſt 


could induce this Work to be given to ſuch 52 
who had 


gain'd. little Repiration. in City Wor 
before? Could it be ſuppos d, that they who had a- 


buſed their reſpective — in the Caſes before at 


large repreſented, ſhould, in this Undertaking, re- 


trieve their Characters? Is it not reaſonable to be- 
| hieve, that the ſame mercenary 


Princi les.that have 
to prevail'd, would do ſo likewiſe in the Build- 


an exquiſite Piece of Buildin vg this City would have 
ificulty to conceive. 
Had the; Honour and Intereſt of the City any Share 


150 the unheard-of Tricks. and Artifices to evade the 


tent of the Act, which enjoins publick Advertiſe- 
ment, in order that the loweſt Propaſers ſhould onl 


be employ'd ? Would it not have heen to the eterna 


Diſhonour and Contempt of the City and Magiſtracy 
of London, to have Taffer'd ſuch. arbitrary and ille- 
gal Practices to have paſs d unoppoſed: and uncon- 


trouled? What a pitiful Inſinuation is that of our 


modeſt Enguirer, to ſay, that Oppoſition to ſuch 
iniquitous Meaſures would diſturb che Peace af the 
City ? Is it better that the City ſhould be plunder d 
—— manner it has been, 8 that the Peace of its 


underers ſhould be diſturb d, and the City right - 


dc gde Wich what Contempt and Laughter ned ſuch 
1 nn Cr. 98s un in 


F avon 


ſtately Edifice? And therefore, what 
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ment to Light? Did not P 
quity, require that an abſolute Stop ſhould be put 


able Court? Was not ſuch a reſolute Conduct likely 
o terminate very much co the Intereſt, as well 48 
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Fa your of  Cotrt. * Miniſters, and Parliaments 
When theſe Men talk of the Peace and Honour of 


— 


the City, they mean thoſe of their darling ſelves --- 


Their Conduct is not to be controuſ' d, Jeſt, truly, 


| their Peace be diſturb'd, and their Honour queſtion- 
ed]! What an Inſult is this, Gentlemen, to your 
common Senſe: and Underſtanding? Was it not to 


the Honour of the Aldermen,” who paid no Regard 


to the Peace and and Quiet of thoſe who aim d at 
uncontroulable Pillage and Proſuſion? Is it. not to 
che Honour of the City, that ſuch Meaſures have 


not prevail d without Oppoſition: from that honour- 


tive of the Courr of Aldermen the oy Way where 


by Juſtice could be done to the City, and to Meſſ. 

Dun and Deval, Who are illegally depriv'd of their 
juſt. Right? For if this Oppoſition ſhould happily 
produce a Change of Hands, may not the Manfſon⸗ 
AHouſe ſtill go on, and a final End be put to all Diſputes 
between the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commoners of 


the City, conſiſtent with the Act for tliar Purpoſe? 
Does Oppoſition to bad Meaſutes tend to perpetuate 
Differences between the diſtinct governing Powers, 


188 jeſuitical Enquirer very wilely argues? Is not 


1 
5 N +, 
le 1 


ſuch Oppoſition rather likeiy to put an happy End 


to all wicked, arbitrary, and illegal Proceedings, 
and perpetuate a good Underſtanding, Union, and 


Harmony between the Aldermen and Commoners, 


for the real Honour and Intereſt of the City? Our 
modeſt Enquirer allows, that the juſt and prudent Vſe 
of the Negative Voice of the Aldermen, is to cons 
troul the Abuſe of the Power of the Common · Coun⸗ 
cil. Will this Scribler ha ve the Confidence 3 
\ that - -. 
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me in chew ry Caſe before us, nn. 


dot abuſed Tad: Pester f FIEre chey not attempted 
to carry a Point injurious to che Rights of their Fef- 
deu Gilsbs, pe derr eur rode tive all others, 
but their ouer Orkatures- from habing any Chance 
for the Bui of the intended Edifice? Ho Caf 
theſe Mein evet infnireiiis to yd, their Elechers? 


This woot ho no of theirs fufther argues; — 


Preference oughr to be given to binn _ Comp. 


becauſe, as theyowould! Rave had mere Money fo 
doing the Work, ſo they woüld have fo dit 


better than therother Propoſcrs. Dothe procelihg 3 


an prove, cat the more Money id given fOr City- 
Work, the better it is perform'd ? DO — 
Facts tare this Wriper in the Pace} and confront Kis 


low! Infirnifeibns upon this Head ? Wus fot the 
Work of D _— ſubect to the ſame 


Inf x3:7that/o 
not impoſſible che e er Prop 


— — 2 — 


Works ninteſs. the Surveyor” d neglect an i 
ty? For ate not the Articles fo! feritt.” that; with 
olit ſuch Contiivancep n da fi or Corruption” of 


that Kind is practicable; 3 Subſtance 

of every ſingle:Stotie being ly: ſpecific 
2 3 — 55 0 Work 
very minutel defcfibed? No Vene, 16 Spaults are to 

ber ſuffer d, the Work is to bo rubbꝰd PER — irg 
and not one Foo Strolte is to d 1 
the Whole. If a Moulding 2 
wrought, that Stopetis not to be made C 
Articles. Beſides; one Piece ef every. Kind of Car: 
ving, fuck ks. Capitals, Peltdb ne Ken 5e be exe- 
cutedꝭ in the-trioft emquiſite Manner; wand to the per 
ſect Satisfactiqn bf che Surveyor ; and hen he hath 
2 of ut Pieces of Workmanſhip, they 
were to be for Models and Pateef ne for a this re2 
maining Pizces of Carving be In ſhort; 


the Artieles Ard elenc, fo ſtr g and ſo cempfe. 7 
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in. that the Surveyor. muſt! be-ſhanbefully: 
1 veg of his Duty, if any Fraud i watt 


tech: the Maſon cannot go on ſo faſt, hut that he 
may ſee every Particular Stone, which:fhall be.ſevin 
the Building. If the loweſt Propoſer was thus yd 
down to theſe Articles, how. baſe/arid:difhonaurable | 
are all Suggeſtions of qur modeſt) Znquiret wich Re- 
gard to the ill Execution of: che Werk? 
It cannot be ſuppoſed that the Common - Cbuncil, 


as, ſuch, are Judges of the Worth of ; the- Maſen's 


Work; and therefore: ought. they not! to be deter- 


in; du by, the: TY ls. deliver'd thema That the 


um of the lg opoſer was a roa ſonable Sum. 
appears from at Horſeuail and Comp.; after che 
opening of the Propoſals,! offering » CHimney: Piece 


of 2900, Value in order by this glandeſt ine! Mk 
nage went to come u er Mein Dun and Drval. Tis 


ridiculoug, therefore, 10 ſuppbſe that three Gentle 


men f ſuch allo id Abilities, / woulyl henture upbn 


a Matter of ſq much Importance Without nmture 


Deliberation, and athorough Endwledge: of What 


they wereabout And cerxaiulyuit is unt lels abſurd 
to imagine, that they; would engage in ſuch an Af 
fair without; Profit' and to. ſuppoſe they would bo 
guil ty of any unwarrantable Practicesin the Exvecu- 
tion of the Work, in order to mae it ſquare with 
their Price, is deſtrofing gta hath been ſaid of 5 
their Honour and Probity. * 2 U. 1543 1, 11. 


Was the ſaving 0 e "ay by the Oppoſitiong 


ſo inconſiderabie as the Enguiren makes it, the co 
trary of which will be made appear ; yet would it 


not have been ſuffering an ill Precedent, had ſacks 
Meaſures paſs d uncontroul'd, that mighb in, futur 
have prov'd vety deſtructive af the Ciry Freaſure i 


For what is the End of permitting Competitors for 


the Work, but to manifeſt a laudable Frugality im 
the Management; of the City Affairs, the Neceiſity 


of which appears beyond Diſpute? And if the only 
— Jeanne 2 a. 
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Pn the Competition can be decided; is 


C 2 


che loweſt Propoſition made; and yet this is not to 
tale place, but ſtill the higheſt Propoſer muſt be 


favour'd, contrary to the very End and Deſign of 
al} Competition whatever; with what View can ſuch 


Meaſures: be upheld, but for ever after to prevent 


all Riralſhip and Competition, and conſequently to 
run into the moſt abominable Scenes of Corruption, 
and Miſmanagement of the publick Money? And 


Honourable Repreſentatives arbitrarily to attempt a 


2 Evafion of 1 5 N their, 225 Act, 
V. deſesting che very End of all publick adverti- 
fing. But as this Act was not enacted without the 
Conſent of the Adermen, have not they who had an 


Hand in making of the Act, a Right to ſupport it, 
and prevent the Violation of their on Act, when, 


to anſwer private Ends, the Commons would uſurp 
2 Power to diſpenſe with their o.m-n Laws? Did not 


the Midermen therefore, in this Caſe, make as juſt 
and prudent à Uſe of their negative Voice, as in 


But theſe Repreſentatives of yours, as their Advo. 


_ eate-unluckily confeſſes, are under terrible Appre- 
henſions, that next they ſhall be controul'd in the 


Choice of their Committees.“ Does this betray any 


_ Concern for the Honour and Intereſt of the City? 
It only betrays the Dread-theſe Men are under, leſt 


that Power, which has check*d them in ſome Scenes 
of Corruption, ſhould extend itſelf to others. And 
if you, my Fellors- Citizens, will not put an End to 


a . 


W 


Power, I doubt not but thoſe Worthies, who have 
ſtruck a Panick to. them already, will/ exert them- 
ſelves to the: utmoſt. of their legal Authority, that 
they ſhall not dare to trample upon the Laws of 
the City, and deſtroy its Conſtitution to entich 


i 


3. 4 


© Modeſt Enquiry, p. 29% 


themſelves and Bumi at the. City? 's . 


What Regard have theſe Men ſhew'd to their own 
Acts, by hiring an Hackney-Scribbler F to write 
againſt publick advertiſing at all? But the whole of 

this Manſion-Houſe Affair has been ſet in ſo juſt and 
ſtrong a Light by a Gentleman, who lately diſtin- 
guiſh'd himſelf. in Behalf of the City in the Daily 
Advertiſer , and who 1 wiſh had oblig'd us, as he 

romis'd, with what I have undertaken, that the 
— of theſe Pieces, addreſs d to a Member of 
tbe Committee, will give you a full Idea of the Mea- 
ſures that have been taken upon this Occaſion. For 
as theſe Letters remain unanſwer*d, your freſh Pe- 
ruſal of them will enable you to judge, whether any 
Injury was done to the Characters of thoſe who a- 
betted theſe late Proceedings, notwithſtanding the 
Epithet of a malicious Libeller, that the , En. 


quirer beſtows on their Author. 
To a Member of the Committee for Building a Man ſon- 


House. 
"$7 6 
AS? you are the moſt diſtinguiſhed Petfonige of al 
thoſe Worthies who have been appointed to con- 
duct the Manſion-Houſe Affair; and as it may reaſon- 
ably be preſumed, that no Step has been taken there- 
in without your Concurrence and Approbation, if 
not by your immediate Preſcription, you will hard- 
ly think it extraordinary, that any thing upon this 
Subje& ſhould. be addreſſed to you: Nay, to whom 


can we more conſiſtently direct what concerns the Li- 


berties of the Subject, and the juſt Management and 
Application of the publick Treaſure, than to him 
who has ſo confpicuouſly proved himſelf an Advocate 
for both? _ 

But Iam ſorry to ſay, that your Conduct in this 
Degree of Power, has given the World Reaſon to 
doubt the Uprightneſs and Sincerity of your Patri- 
otiſm i in eee For of what Kind of Principles 


7 Vide White-hall Buening-Poſt. e 


* 2 2 = 
/ I en RS 


[26] 


muſt a Gentleman be, who can loudly declaim for 
the Liberty of the Prefs in National Matters, and 
yet notoriouſly attempt to deſtroy it in the Affairs of 
a Corporation only? Why otherwiſe did you coun- 
tenance and encourage ſuch arbitrary Proceedings 
againſt the Printer and Publiſher of the Lift, which 
only contained the Names of thoſe Gentlemen who 
voted for the higheſt Propoſer? This glaring Repug- 
nancy of Principles in Power and out of it, muſt 
make every Man of common Underſtanding believe, 
that you have been actuated in your publick Conduct 
by other Motives than what have been pretended; 
and that the popular Voice has been more the Aim 
of your Patriotiſm than the publick Intereſts, 
This Rigour and Severity, attempted to be exer- 
ciſed towards the Printer and Publiſher of the Lift, 
have given the World, Iafſure you, juſt Reaſon to 
ſuſpect, that theſe Meaſures were not taken merely 
againſt ſuch an inoffenſive Matter, but to deter and 
intimidate others from preſuming to make any fur- 
ther Enquiry into the Merits of this Manſi e 
Affair, which is become the Topick of all Conver- 
ſations. But, Sir, if your Conduct herein has been 
juſtifiable, Why was ſuch a general Panick excited 
at the firſt Appearance of a Scrutiny? If it will nor 
ſtand the Teſt of a decent Examination, . 
the Intereſt of the City that it ſhould by no Means 
paſs unexaminedꝰ 
The true Friends to Liberty, among whom I am 
afraid your Fellow-Citizens will hardly rank you in 
future, profeſs, that as Men in Power deſerve Pu- 
niſhment for the Abuſe of it, fo are their falſe Ac- 
cuſers and Defamers juſtly entitled to no better Fate. 
But wherein do the Falſhood and Defamation of this 
harmleſs. Liſt conſiſt, that ſo much Rage and Inve- 
teracy have been pointed at it? Is it ſcandalous, 
falſe, and malicious, as was ſuggeſted by another 
Gentleman of the Committee, to exhibit to publick 
View, the Names of thoſe memorable Patriots, who 
| * 
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thought it moſt conſiſtent with the Economy of the 
publick Money, to give 17, 200. for the Maſons 
ry Work of the deſigned Edifice, rather than 
16,9751. for the ſame Work? Inſtead of its being 
ſcandalous and unjuſtifiable to particularize the 
Names of theſe City Worthies, I am afraid, Sir, 
their Actions in this Affair will not be thought o- 
therwiſe by the good Citizens of London; for Acli- 
ons are more ſignificant than Words; and, indeed, 
I wiſh the extraordinary Conduct of ſome City-Ma- 
nagers may not be beyond the Power of Words to 
do Juſtice to their Characters. | 

It was not the mere Collection, it ſeems, of theſe 
Gentlemen! s Names together, that has given ſuch 
mighty Offence, but their being thus publickly di- 

— by their reſpective Titles and Honours, 
is what has put you and your Friends, I am apt to 
think, out of Temper. More ſtrange this truly! 
that Gentlemen ſhould take the greateſt Pains to ob- 
tain Honours, and be aſhamed afterwards to be di- 
ftinguiſhed by them. Theſe Titles only ſhew the 
good Harmony and Underſtanding that cement that 

illuſtrious Body together. And what a glorious 

Sight is it to behold ſich an auguſt Aſſembly moſt 
chriſtianly united in the Bond of——, for the Ho- 
nour, Glory, and Proſperity of the Corporation of 
London? 

This Generoſity towards your Adherents and Ex- 
tollersof your Patriotiſm, ſhews (the World ſays) a pre- 
determined Reſolution who was to reliſh the Advan- 
tages of your publick Spirit at the Expence of the 
City. If ſuch a Reſolution was taken in your pri- 
vate Cabals, What an egregious Impoſition upon the 
common Senſe of your {low Citizens, was the Pre- 
tence of an Advertiſement, to beſtow the Underta- 

king on the loweſt Propoſer? Such Conduct, it is 
faid, favours as little of impartial Juſtice towards 


the W as * in che * 
2 an 
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and Management of the publick Treafure ; for if 
the Perſons who ſhould be the Undertakers, 
were abſolutely pitched upon before the Advertiſe- 
ment, were not all other Propoſers neceſſarily 
excluded from any Proſpect of Succeſs, had the 
Saving to the City been much more extraordina- 
ry than it is? Is not this likewiſe in effect excluding 
all other Citizens from their Right to propoſe as well 
as the Favourites of your 74n#0? But other Propo- 
fers might not have it in their Power to retaliate the 
Obligation in the Way of the City Affairs, which 

prove to be moſt harmoniouſly concerted ; and there- 
fore it might be wiſe and expedient the City Mo- 
ney ſhould be graciouſly ſquandered, to uphold that 
good Underſtanding which ſubſiſts among the Gen- 
tlemen of the various =, in order the more 
effectually to ſupport each other in their future——, 
for the Glory, Honour, and. Proſperity of the City. 

T hat from the whole of the Proceedings it appears, 
their chief Aim was to obtain full Powers to be- 
ſtow the Work upon their own Creatures, without 
advertiſing at all, will not be queſtioned by any one 
who has attended. to their Conduct. Was not a 
Manſion- Houſe, without advertiſing, the conſtant Toaſt 
of the City-Rulers? Did not a diſtinguiſhed A——n 
motion, That full Power might be granted to the Com- 
mittee to contract with ſuch Artificers as they ſpould 
think qualified to compleat the Manſion- Houſe? And did 
not this neceſſarily exclude all advertiſing? Was not 
this extraordinary Motion repeated twice by Order 
of a certain Gentleman, you are not quite a Stran- 
ger to? With what View could this be, was it not 
intended to have the Sanction of the Court? 'Nay, 
was not this even expreſly declared by another im- 
portant A- n, when he unwarily ſaid, upon 
the Court's ordering the Work to be advertifed, 
That the Artificers, intended to do the Work, were al- 
ready acquainted with it; and that therefore a Fort- 
0:4 2 | night 


[ 29 ] 
night was a ſufficient Time for them to draw up their 
reſpective Propoſals ; which was the Point that oc- 
caſioned his making this unlucky Diſcovery. 

If then, Sir, it will not be denied, that every 
Meaſure has been taken to beſtow the whole Work 
upon ſuch Artificers as you and your Friends ſhould 
fix upon, without advertiſing at all; was not like- 
wiſe any Sum of Money, they ſhould have demand- 
ed for the ſame, to have been as readily complied 
with? For if no Advertiſement was to have been 
ſuffered, rhe. deſigned Undertakers could not 
have been oppoſed ; and conſequently, whatever 
Sum they had the Conſcience to have aſked, is it to 
be ſuppoſed that you and. your Fellow-patriots 
would have ſcrupled to have given? Was not this 
uncontroulable Profuſion-the great End that was at- 
tempted by our City QEconomilts, by endeavouring 
to graſp at unlimited Power, to give- the Work to 
whom they pleaſed, and generoully. to oblige their 
own Devotees with what Money they in their great 
Goodneſs and Beneficence to the City ſhould think 
proper to demand, in order the better hereafter to 
enable them to retaliate the Obligation to their boun- 
tiful Benefactors? Whether ſuch Meaſures are con- 
ſiſtent with the wiſe and equitable Management of 
the Property of my Fellow. Citizens; and whether 
they tend to eaſe the Burthen of their City Taxes, 
- ſhall be the Subject of ſome future Animadverſions; 
which will ſhew how the Money Affairs of this City 
have for ſeveral Years paſt been conducted, notwith- 
ſtanding the utmoſt Art, Induſtry and Power have 
been uſed to ſtifle and ſuppreſs every thing of this 
Nature. 


To a Member of the Manſion-houſe Commiltee. 


” . 
2 ERE are various Conjectures with Regard 
to your Silence, in making no Reply to what 
has 


Pay 


has been addreſſed to you concerning your late ex- 


traordinary Conduct, which has drawn upon you 
the Eyes of the Publick. Some are of Opinion, that 
you thereby diſcover no ſmall Prudence and Diſcern- 
ment, leſt Oppoſition to thoſe glaring Truths 


| ould occaſion ſuch a Rejoinder, as would keep 


alive that Spirit of Reſentment and Deteſtation in my 
Fellow-Citizens, that has been ſo juſtly raiſed againſt 
thoſe who have countenanced and encouraged ſuch a 
ſhameful and unjuſtifiable Procedure. Others are 
of different Sentiments, and ſuggeſt, that you are 
Pleaſed to treat this Enquiry with the utmoſt Con- 
tempt and Defiance, and its Abettors with the great- 
eſt Scorn and Derifion. But I am rather inclinable 
to believe the former Opinion; that you and your 
Brethren dread the Conſequence of this Examina- 
tion, and therefore wiſely judge Moderation and 
Forbearance more likely to ſuppreſs it, than Sophi- 
ftry, Virulence and Invective. For what other 
Artillery can be played againſt Truth and the pub- 
lick Intereſt? 5 3 
However cool and indifferent you may be about 
the publick Oppoſition, to what has hitherto been 
laid before the World, yet it ſeems, you are pri- 
vately very induftrious in propagating, that you was 
actually for the loweſt Propoſer; and therefore you 
would infinuate, that you are juſtly entitled to have 
your Name expunged from the Catalogue of Of- 


tenders. Nobody will diſpute but at the firſt Con- 
Aideration of this Affair, you did declare yourſelf in 


Favour of the loweſt Undertaker, and indeed obli- 
ged the Court with very good Reaſons for ſo doing; 
bur did you not afterwards change Sentiment? Did 
you not fly in the Face of your own avowed Princi- 


- ples; and join with thoſe who ſpared no Art or En- 


deavour, to perfect the Agreement in Behalf of 'the 
higheſt Propoſer? Had you been firſt for the highs» 
<ſt; repented of your evil Doings,” and perſevered 

1 in 
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in Truth to the End, your Name had never appear 
ed amidſt the Unrighteous: But to enter into the 
Paths of Truth at firſt, abandon them, and perſiſt 
in your bad Ways to the laſt, can never entitle you, 
not even in the Opinion of the moſt Orthodox, 
whom of late you ſo greatly careſs and fawn upon, 
to have your Name obliterated from the Liſt of the 
Encouragers and Partizans of Iniquity. 

The only Reaſon you gave for this Inconſiſteney 
of Conduct was, as you were pleaſed to expreſs it, 
for the ſake of Peace; and that the good Work of buid- 
ing a Manſjon-boufe might go on. Is not this a publick 
Confeſſion of the very thing you in private deny? 
Was it not intended, by this Alteration of your 
Principles, that the good Work ſhould peaceably 
90 on for the higheſt Propoſers? But | am at a Loſs 
to conceive how your being for the loweſt would 
have broke the Peace of the City? Is not this the 
ſevereſt Reflection that you could caſt upon your 
Friends, by inſinuating that a reſtleſs and — 
Spirit is too natural to them, if their exorbitant Cra- 
vings are not amply gatified? Were you afraid that 
the good Work would have been ſet aſide by their 
tumultuous Outrages, that you expreſſed yourſelf 
diffident whether it would go on or no, if certain 
Gentlemen had not the doing of it? Moſt arbitrary, 
Proceeding truly! What! if our own Creatures 
have not the doing of the Work, and that at their 
own exorbitant Price too, it ſhall not be done at all! 
Sure your Fellow. Citizens will never forget ſuch, 
over - bearing, oppreſſive, and unprecedented Mea- 
ſures; ſuch an Inſult to their Underſtandings, and 
ſo little Regard to their Rights and their Purſes. 

Fearful of the Conſequences of ſuch ſhametul and 
unjuſtifiable Management of the publick Money, 
various Colourings and Artifices have been contrived 
to gloſs it over, and conceal it from the vulgar Eye, 
mg all the Craft and Dexterity of this Kind, 


there 
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there is none that exceeds thoſe popular Inſinuations, 
That the loweſt Propoſers had depreciated the Work; 
and were, indeed, by no Means equal to the Under- 
taking. To what mean and ſcandalous Subterfuges 
are Men driven to ſupport a bad Cauſe? To con- 
front this groundleſs Suggeſtion, I need only quote 
what has proceeded from the very ſame Mouth that 
made it: I mean the diſhonourable Attempt that was 
made to wreſt the Work from the loweſt Underta- 
kers, by the Propoſition of preſenting the City 
with a Chimney-Piece to the intended Manſion- 
houſe of the Value of 250/. Had the Work been 
depreciated, how could this Propoſition have been 
honourably complied with? Had the higheſt Pro- 
Poſer no Competitors, which you are too ſenſible. 
has been the great Aim of the Committee, would 
not the City have been egregtouſly plunder*d/ of 
2195 J.? Who were to participate of theſe unrigh- 
teous Gains at the Expence of my Fellow-Citizens 
of London, I am not at Liberty to ſurmiſe. Certain 
however it is, that there is a moſt extraordinary 

ood Underſtanding between our City Rulers; and- 
doubtleſs this round Sum was to be applied to the 
Support of the good old Cauſe. Was it not the In- 
tegrity and Honour of the loweſt, that brought 
down the Exorbitancy of the higheſt, from 19,1701, 
to 16,9751.? Now let the impartial Publick judge, 
who made a juſt Eſtimate of the Work, and who 
ſhamefully over- rated it, and attempted in the Face 
of the Sun, to prevent meeting with any Oppoſi-. 
tion herein. | ) rg a OD 

What ftill renders this depreciating Inſinuation 
the more infamous is, the diſhonourable Attempt 
thereby made to ruin the Characters of the other 
Artificers, in order to raife thoſe of the Gentlemen 
who were intended to have the Job. Was I diſpo- 
ſed to draw Parallels, which I believe fome People 
would not be very fond of, it might eaſily be made 

| appears 
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appear, that the Characters for able; And: expe 

rienced Workmen, are asdeſervedly due to the'low- 
eſt as to the — Propoſers. Lam afraid your 
F riands however big they” may talk over their 
Cups, Would not make the greateſt Qaanticy of 
publick, Works ; and theſe executed with the great» 
eſt Repytations the Tobchſtone whereby:120 deter- 
mine the Mefits of the Parties indqhis Refpect. Nay, 
have not hoch the contending Parties been engaged 
in Partnetſhip, in Undertakings of far greatef Im- 
portance than the Ruilding of this Manſidn-houſe? 
I never heard! of any Accident, or Diſteputation at- 

tending the Work of Meſſi 8 Devil ol have 
heard, indeed, of Workmanſhip b eing propoſed to 
be dogę tor leſs than 0. hit denied che Ci ity 
in above double the Sum on Account of the ill Per- 
formance of it. But asgto che Work of our City 
Artificers, and che Variety of genteel r wma or: 
and your Adtnirers have long taken to oblig them 
out of the Treaſure of the City, ſhalt be taken No- 
tice of. hereafter: Iti is ſuffinient for my preſent Pur- 
poſe; to obſerve, that all Reflections and Ingſinuati- 
ons, 5 the Abilities and Integrity for 
Workmanſhip of the Under Prop oſers, are Witheut 
Foundation, And only e, to ſerve a Turn. 
And therefore, as vou are, ac Member of the Com- 
mittee, as you are 4 Gentleman of the "greateſt 
Weight and Influence in tlie Committee; and as you 
are a Magiſtrate, your Fellow- Citizens might juſtly 
expect, that you, in a mere particular Manner, 
ſhould have diſcountenaneed every ching chat looks 
with the Face of Diſhonout er 1njuſtices And ber. 
tainly, whatever you may think to the contrary, 
you will never be able to perſuade the works that 


it is Ether honourable or e Weſt - 
Propoſer ef his Right to the d rv 0 


theoCiryooH their publick — are, by, 
Work roche higher 
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The Oppoſition, Sir, permit me to ſay, have 
ſteer'd by other Kind of Principles; *tis true, they 
have . — theſe Proceedings, as you were plea- 
ſed to ſay, Step by Step; but not for Oppoſition 
Sake, not to ſhew how prettily they could declaim 
and ſatyrize, or mimick the God - like Patriot, with 
a View only to Power and Popularity: No, they 
oppoſed out of no Malignity to your Perſon, but 
Contempt to yaur arbitrary Meaſures; not to di- 
ſturb the Peace of the City, but out of Regard to 
perſonal Juſtice, and Parſimony of the publick Mo- 
ney; not to fill their private Coffers, but to prevent 
thoſe of the City being unjuſtly emptied, and our 
Fellow-Citizens bubbled, | duped, and impoſed on, 
by a Combination of any Perſons whatſoever. - So 
ar have the Oppoſition been from attempting to pre- 
vent this good Work going forward, that you can- 
not forget they propoſed the moſt reconeiling Mea- 
ſures; they propoſed | to put an End to theſe Diſ- 
putes, by giving the Work equally between both 
the Propoſers; but not for the higheſt, but the 
loweſt Sum, for which the Work was offered to be 
undertaken. But this, you know, was treated with 
the higheſt Contempt, by thoſe who have too long, 

rhaps, found their Account in ſuch Kind of Jobbs. 
Di not proper therefore, that the Publick ſhould 
know-how the City is govern'd, that they may ſhew 
their juſt Reſentment and Deteſtation 8 fuch Pro- 
ceedings? 

How inconſiſtent this Eondud.i is wick he Oath of 
our Common. Council, will appear by the Copy 
e nn 1 bes n likewiſe ro oy before 

47 His k 4 
1 Or f Connex. eee rene, 


** tha!) ent that 105 ſhall be true to our Sove- 


Teiga Lord the TS that now is, and to his 
Heirs, 


L a5 ] 

Heirs, and Succeſſors, Kings of England, and rea- 
dily ye ſhall, come, when ye ſhall be ſummoned to 
the Common-Council of this City, but if ye be rea- 
ſonably excuſed ; and good and true Counſel ye ſhall 
give in all Things touching the Commonwealth of 
this City, after your Wit and Cunning : Aud that 
for Favour of any Perſon, ye ſhall maintain no ſingular 
Profit againſt the common Profit of this City: And af- 
ter that ye be come to the Common-Council, you 
ſhall not thence depart until the Common · Council be 
ended, without reaſonable Cauſe, or elſe by the 
Lord-Mayor's Licenſe. And alſo any Secret 
Things that be ſpoken or ſaid in Common-Council, 
which ought 10 be kept ſecret, and in no wiſe you ſhall 
e at ood Eee ro hos - mt 
Having now, my Fellow-Citizens, impartially laid be- 

fore you, the general Miſ-management of the Money 
Affairs of your City; and this from a Series of incon- 
teſtable Facts, not by general Declamation and perſo- 

nal Invective and Ain in it is to be hoped, you will 
at the enſuing Election ſhew yourſelves Engliſbmen. 
and no way Abettors of the Cauſe of thoſe who have 
thus mal- treated you. It is an Inſult to your common 
Senſe and Underſtanding, to ſuppoſe that you can 
think theſe Men fit to be entruſted again with the 
Care and Diſpoſal. of your Properties, when they 
have ſo diſhonourably abuſed that Truft you have 
repoſed in them. Men who will thus act in the par- 
ticular Inſtances laid before you, will they not have 
the ſame Self-intereſted Point; in View throughout 
the whole of their Meaſures? Can you be ſo credu- 
lous as to think, that whenever ſuch Men pretend 
the Honour and Intereſt of the City, they do not 
always mean that of their dear Selyes?. Can you 
imagine that Perſons of thoſe ſelfiſh Principles, do 
not make a Penny of every Place in their 5 5 
Does not the Lib, which has given them ſuch Piſ- 
i e eee 
2 ˙2 their 
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their divers Committees; the better to uphold and 
enrich their Patriot-Jundto | ? Have they not multi- 


25 y'd Committees, merely to augment their common 


oWer and Intereſt, the more effectually to pillage 
the Metropoli s, run the City into Debt, and conſe- 
quently in Time to increafe the heavy Burthen of 
your City Taxes? Can you ever forget how theſe 
Genilkmen projected only in the ſimple Article of 
Lamp-lighting, above Two Thoufand Pounds per 
Annmm into their own Pockets; as appears by Mr. 
Marſpalis Eſtimate thereof. Have not theſe Men 
long fupported themſelves in their Oppreſſion, by 
greatly caſing the Expence of ſome 8 War 
m the City, in order to lay heavier Taxes-upon 0- 
thers; and in this flagrant Manner have they not, 
as it were, bribed their Fellow-Cilizens' with their 
own Money? r 

The Office of a Conmen-Omocil Man of this Me- 
tropolis is not below a Citizen of the greateſt Wealth, 
Honour and Integrity; and, ſuch who are of unſpot- 
ted Characters among. ou, it is to be hoped will 
offer themſelves as Cari itates 1 in Oppoſition to this 


all. f, Tae of Peop dle, who have brought the 


greateſt Diſhonour! tos the Capital of ' Great-Bri- 
ain.” Such of you, She who ate not diſpoſed 
to ſtand Verſes,” permit your © Fellow-Citizens to 
ptevail on you, vigorouſly to eſpouſe the Cauſe of 
thoſe ho will, but of note Bling ſuch w ©: pore 
Eters are without Sp ot br Blemiſh.” cha f Mea- 
ſures is not only 2 Importance to your immediate 
Propertits, fe to your Liberrics and future Pröſpe- 
fity” in gefletal; ; for ſhould ever thoſe at the 'He ad of 
national Affairs, fall ih wich the Corruption f your 
City-Reprefentatives; and they in Corjuntion Would 
attempt to 7 2h; the Liberte of the Preſs,” and b 
all Arts it! their Power, pick your Pockets, an 
maße füch Laws, 112 we Sud f impoveriſh'and humble 
the e City, Will not Polterlty, groanunter * 
whic 


[37] 


which their Anethets brought upon them! > The | 
flouriſhing State of the City of London, does na 
great Meaſure depend upon the Wiſdom and Up- 
rightneſs of its Magiſtrates and "Repreſentatives, 
For while they ſteddily purſue the publick Intereſts, 
Will they 905 have ur Weight and Authority, 
at critical Points of Time on the great Repreſonta- 
tive Body of the Nation, when an 1 Thing comes 
upon the Tapis, wherein the Honou and tatereft o 0 
the City is once But with what Influence anc 
Majefty can a Poly of corrupt Repreſentatives, pre- 
tend to contend fa ar the com Intereſts? It ſuch 
would really after mpt to makea Stand for the Tr 
and Liberties of our City, Will they not be deſpi- 
ſed by the Court, the OAT and their Fell; 
Citizens ? There be ing Reaſon t PR believe that ſuc 
ſpeak, only robe Si an fee aved fe, 15 


the true and hone n ntiments'of of, the -Itizens, 


Senſe of the W ole 5 and if 1 Re reſenta- 
tives, who ar 55 18 of the Ci 5 70 notoris 


on. ; 1 = 
The Senſe of 15 oY ond: 2h 4s" Mveratly the 
ouſly proſtitute : Jo Sagan Sh "the publick Inte- 


reſt, with what ß ol Elites k nity, can the 
ecc 0 the Senſe Pets eQtor 5.7 Be the er 
Adminiſtration Ee the 108 ot fo deteſtable an 


unpopular, how can ſuch a City- 1 a 
way V bntribuks to check and controul their Power 75 
How can Men who are publick Oppreſſors and petty 
Tyrants themſelves, be any way, inſtrumental to ſtem 
the Torrent of national Corruption and Mal- Admi- 
niſtration, ſhould,.it ever prevail among thoſe at the 
Helm of publick Affairs? 

It is not to be doubted, Gentlemen, but thoſe Men 
who have ſo eminently diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in 
the Arts of Corruption, will ſtill attempt to practiſe 
the ſame on your very Perſons, to the End that they 
may Gill fu pport themſelves, in their Deſign againſt 


your 
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your Properties. But ſure. my Fellow- Citixens you 
will not be ſo deaf to your own Welfare, and that of 

our Poſterity, as to ſuffer yourſelves to be impo- 
Eq on by the low Arts of Inſinuation, Cringing and 
Fawning! When theſe Men apply for your Votes 
and Intereſt, throw their corrupt and diſhonourable 
Practices in their Teeth ; and ſure they cannot have 
the Confidence to be importunate. If they give you 
repeated Aſſurances of perſonal Friendſhip and Ser- 
vices, can you pay any Regard to the Word of thoſe 
who appear to have paid none to their Oaths? Aſ- 
fure yourſelves, no Arts will be left untry*d to up- 
hold their lucrative Monopoly. Beware of their Sol- 


- 


licitations in every of We particularly by Letters 
e 


from other Perſons of Weight and Dignity, in their 
Behalf: Forgery itſelf having been too often pra- 
ctiſed upon theſe Occaſions. The World has ſo 
good an Opinion of the native Integrity, Honeſty, 
and plain good Senſe of the Freemen of London, that 
nothing can biaſs them to run counter to the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of their City, if they are well ap- 
prized of its Danger. This [ have faithfully taken 
the Liberty to do; and this only from a Narrative 
of plain Facts, preſented to you in the plain Dreſs 
of a Citizen; and I truſt they wilt have the happy 
Effect that every juſt and impartial Freeman of this 
City muſt generouſly and heartily deſire. I am, 

Gentlemen, upon all ſuch Occaſions, unaſk'd and un- 
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Seven ALDERMEN, 


AND SES 
One Shanda and Ten Commoners, 


Who appeared in ORR. Councir in 

Behalf of the Propoſal of Meſſ. Townſend, 
Horſenail, and Taylor, to do the Maſon's 
Work of the incended „ for 


17200 J. 


In Oppoſition to the Propoſal yy Meſſ. Dun 
and Deval, to do the ſame Work, with equal 
Security, and ſubject to the fame OE 
* Oe . 25 
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ä —_ » ** 
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Thoſe to whoſe Names are EVE: the Fi igure : 


3 4:4 


I Voted the ſecond and ſeventh of June 1738. 
2 Voted the NOS, of Jin oy not * ther the ſe- 


3 Were, the ſecond of June Fr Me 72 Don 454 Deval's 
Propoſal ; yet woted the ſeventh of June for 
Meſfſ. Townſend, Horſenail, and Taylor's 


5 | 
3 hoſe 


A Are of the . for letting the City s Lands. 


B Were of the 92 Commuttee 1737, and went out 1738. 
C Arc fee for EE the Manſion- 
D Are be Ge 2 for regulating Woodmongers. 


E Are of the Committee for the Markets, 
F Are f the Cn for rant the Watch. 


Kad Cid reſham Neu [98 


C ollege 
pt went out 17 
I Are ef the Pea; vl preventing Jews being like, 
K Are of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, 
1 Were this Naar choſerd Conrrnotr of the Wirk-buh. 
Are of the Society to manage Eſtates in Ireland. 


Wy Fer. " * Society 1237, HO 10 LS 
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Arber John Bly: ACHEM- Prejiden of 

(of Si. Bartholomew 's Hoſpital." „1099 

3 1 2 Sr John BCG K. 131 701 

2 Child Sir Francis A CFH K . reſident 

--- Chrift-Charch He 

3 Godſcall Sir Robert A CFI RO 

3 Lambert Daniel E; AFIK ele 150 te 
London Horkbiufe. Q. 05 

2 Marſhall Henry Eſq GLK. de 20 8 
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COMMONERS. 


Alderſgate. 7 Bo 


1 AN ART John . 
1 Chowne Edward 1. „ 
1 Bayley Richard W. 
1 Underwood John FK. 
I 

I 


Ballard Samuel KIL. 535 
Parker Robert. dne 


Aldgate, 
3 Sandford Thomas AC E EK. . 
1 Fullagar Chriſtopher K VEL 
2 Corderoy Charles E. 
BASSISHAW, 
a 


1 Parker William B K. 
2 Jackſon James. 


Biſbopꝰs- Gale. + # 


1 Danſie James A CE F G K. | Surgeon to the Lock 
at Kingſland. 


x Cotton Charles. 
1 Davis Daniel K 
1 Long Thomas M. 


2, May John G. 
2 Lee Jacob. Candidate to be ungen to St. Hinds 


lomew's-Hoſpital. 
2 Poole William H. Candidate to be 2 of ibs 


Borough of Southwark, 
F 1 Webb 
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Barfoot Richard. 


N Valentine. 
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Webb John M. 
Roberts Peter. 
Fawdrey Robert E. 
Wily Henry. K. 
Benn William A. 5 
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Breadſtreet. 
Lucas Anthony F K N. 
Bridge. 3 


Herbert Cornelius DF. 5 
Kinleſide William A. Candidate to be mo 9257 
to Chriſt's-Hoſpital. N 
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ZPT N 
BROADSTREET. | 
_ Cam. . 


Douglas John wes 5 *] 
Thompſon Joſeph K. cin pu. 


Ca ſte baynard. 
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Smith Nicholas M. 

Townſend John G. One of the Pros, 
Belchier John G. 

Innys William. 


1 Lord William A D F'K, 44855 
1 Williams Samuel H. e 


; 


1 Territt Robert. 


n John G 2 an cru. all | 
Cheap, 
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che. 


Sedgwick wud 

Waite Robert M. 

Myers William I M. 

Webb Allen F I. Ba to St. Batcholomew' $- 
Hoſpital. 

1 Smith Thomas, 
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e. 
Yerbury Walter K. | 
OR NHL. 


Cripplegate Witbin. 


2 Elton Thomas K. 

1 Bonner Daniel FM. 

1 Nichol Thomas. 

1 Tims William C I. Clerk- f st. Bartholomew? g 
Hoſpital, and Candidate to be Ti unn, 

1 vincent George D. | 

1 Scott Thomas. 

1 Hartley Charles ws „%% 

2 Scott Iſaac A. * 


Cripplega te Without. . 
Farington Richard CG. I k. | 


Deeton one > B. Keeper of ibe Gwen vera, and 
ld Keeper, io Moor-fields. | 
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2 Bindon John. 


1 Mills Samuel. 


1 Ketteriche Thomas N. 


1 
x Cooper William E K. Bricklayer to the Commiſfi- 
| oners of the Sewers, and to St. Bartholo- 
mew? 's- Hoſpital. 
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Dowgate. ” 5 
1 Hodg es Benjamin C DFR. 0 
2 Braichwaltg Wilkinſon. . 
x Curryer Thomas. Wie 
2 Peers William K. F 


Farringdon W thin. 


2 Everet John C K. : 
1 Skinner Richard. J TT ds ry Ro 


1x Owen William M. 1 5 | . 


1 Sleath Gabriel K. 
1 Sclater Richard M, 


1 Mills Giles. : 

1 Hayne Thompſon A F. 1 

3 Siſſon Henry. Druggiſt to St. Bartholomew's Hor 
ſpital. | 

1 Taylor Robert A. _ thePropyre. F ir 

1 Mael Robert. Ly ; 

1 Woolaſton Samuel. 


2 Harwood Richard M. e 


Farringdon Without, ine 
x Maſter Alexander M. „ 
2 Ruſſel Walter. VVV 


1 Walmeſly Edward N. 

— Jobon PE. > {ol norgot 
R K. 
1 Horſenail Chriſtopher K. One of the. Propoſers, 
1 Page Abraham N. 5 
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Robinſon Philip N. 


Price Charles M. 
Child John K N. 


Innocent John B M. 
Langborn. 

Barker John K. 
Houſe. 


Townſend John K. Surge to London Work: 


Limeſtreet. | 
Knight Richard K. 
Portfoken. 


Brewis Valentine K. 


Nutt Richard K. 3 
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Holloway Henry A. Surgeon Crit Hoſp, | 
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Pycroft Robert A L. 8 to 8. Bartholomew's 


and i aſs, | 
Williams John. 
: Queenbithe, | 


Ayliffe Joſeph CE K. 
Tew William K. 
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Northey Thomas. 3 to $t. Bartholomen's 


Ho; pital. 
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Hoſpital. i 
Evans Robert C E. G. 


Phillips James F. Surgeon to to 05 Bartholomew's: 


2 Scullard 
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4 Scullard William K. 
1 Green Thomas B 
E Holmes Samuel. 
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2 Seal Henry | 
x Romman Richard E H 
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Walbrook. 
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3 Henſhaw Robert I. 
x Arnold William K. 
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